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"6, The assessors of taxes shall furnish said
board on the first Mcnday in lay of sach year, or
as soon thereafter as practiesble, s certified 1liat%
of named of &ll rersons who either refuse to swear
or to qualify or to have signed the oath required:.
by law, together with the assessment of aaid pqmtqn'
property made by him through other informatieny:. and
s&id board shell sxamine, equalize and gorreci assess~
ments so made by the assessor, and whsn so revised,
ecuallzed and corrected, the same shall be approved."

Artiole 7211 of V. A, §. S. of Texas is as Tollows:

"Hereafter when any peraon, firm or corperation
rendera his, their or its property in this State for
taxation to any tax asaeasor, and makes oath as to the
kind, character, cuallty and quantity of suoch property,
and the 8ald officer accepting seld rendition from such
persen, firm or ocorporation ef such property is satisfied
that it is correotly and properly velued according to the
resscnable ocash market value of such property on the
market at the time of its rendition, he shall list the
same aceordingly; but, if the asseasor is satisfied that
the value is below the reascnable cash narket value of
such property, he shall at once plaee on said:.rendition
oppoaite each plece of property so rendered an amount
equal to the reasonable ¢ash market wvalue of asuch property
at the tigme of its rendition, and if such property shall
be found .to have no market value by sueh officer, thea at
sueh sam a3 sald officer shall deem the real or intrinsio
value of the property; and if the person listing sueh.prop-
erty or the owner thereof is not satisfiad with the value
placed on the property by the aasessor, he shall so notify
the assessor, and if desiring so to do make oath before
the assesaor that the valuatlon so fixed by seld officer
on sgid property is exgessive; sueh officer to. furnish
such rendition, together with hls valuatioan therson and
the ocath of sugh person, Tirm or officer of any.oorpora-
tion, if any auch ocath has been made, t0 the commissionerse'
court of the county in which sald rendition was made,
whionh oourt shall hear evidence and determine the true
value of suceh property on January First, 19 ~ (here give
year for whicl assessment is made) as-is heTeln provided;
such officer or court shall take into consideration what
aaid property could have beer gold for any time within six
months next before the first day of Janusary of the ysar
for which the property is rendered.”™
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Article 7212 of V. A, CG. 8. of ra;aa deglareasa:

"The boards of aequalization shall have power, and
it 18 made their official duty, to supervise the assess-
ment of thelr reapective counties, and, 1f satiafied
that the veluation of any property is not in aacordance
with the laws of tho State, to lnereese or 4diminish the
same and to affirx a proper valuation thereto, as provided
for im the preceding article; and, when any assessar in
this State shall have furnished seid ocourt with the rendi-
tion as provided for in the preceding artiele, 1t shall
be the duty of such aourt to eall before 1t suoch persons
as in 1its judgment may ksow the market value or true value
of sueh property, as the dase may be, by proper process,
who shall testify under oath the charaeter, quality and
quantity of such propexrty, as well as the value theroof.
Said eourt, after hearing the evidence, shall fix the
value of such property in aceordance with the evidence
8¢ introduced and ae provided for in the preceding
artiola{ and their metion ia such case or cases shall
be Cinal,.™

Artiale 7216 of V. A. C. S. of Texas preseribes the

oath which the members of the commissioners sourt must take
when that osurt oonvenes as a board of equalisation. apd is
as follows: .

“¥nen a'cenmiisionérs'eourt convenes as a board of

‘equalization, befare considering the subjedt of equaliza~-

tion of property wvaluee for the purposes of taxatian,
each member of the oourt, 1inoluding the aounty judge,
shall take and subseride to the following eath; !X,
, & member.of the beard of equali-

'zatien of County, for the year A, D,

hereby solemnly sweer that, in the performence of my dut tles
as a menber of such beard for said year, I will not vote

to allow any taxable proreriy to stand assessed on the

tax rolls of sajd county for sald year at any sum which I
believe to be less than 1%s true market wvalue, or, if 1t has
no market velue, then 1tas reel value; that I will faithfully
endeavor and as a member of s3aid board will move to have each
item of taxeble property whleh I bellieve to be assessed for
said year at less than its true market value, or real value,
ralsed on the tax rolle to what I belleve te he its true cash
market value, if it has a market value, and if not, then W
its resl value; and that I will faithfully endeavor to have the
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assegaed valuation of all property suvbjeoct to taxation
within said aounty stand upon the tax rolls of said
county for said year &t its true cash merket value,
or, if it has no merket value, then its real value.

I further aclemaly swear that I have read and usder-
stand the provisions contained $in the Constitution
and lews of this State relative to the valuation of
taxable property, end that I will faithfully perform
all the duties required of me undeér the Constitution
and laws of this State, 80 help me God.,®' Sald oath
shall be filed snd recorded in the commissioners court
ragord &8 a part of the proecedinga of thet tsrm of
court.

That the things and mntters set rorth in the
preceding paragraphs, a8 required by law to be dona by the
tax asseggor and oollector when he iz asasessing taxes, are
important ia atteated by the faot that in addition to the
cath preseoribed by the Constitution of Texas, the tax
asaessor and oollector {a required by legislative Act
{Article 7214, Vernon's Annotated {ivil Jtatutes of Texas)
to make the following oath raapecting his actions in regard
to aaid mattera:

'Evury tax,asaasuor and deputy tax assessor 1n
this State, in sddition to the oath prescrived by the -
‘Gonstlitution of this State shall, before entexing upon
the duties of his offiece, take ‘and subscrihe to the
following oaths *I, '
tax desedsor (or ddputy'tax acacacor, ag uhe aase n&r be)
in and for _ -Gounty, Texes, &0 aolemaly
sweay that Y ~WITT Poraonsily view and inspeet all the
real estate and improvements theredn subject to taxation,
lying "in said ocunty, that may be rendered to me for .
taxation by eny eorporation or individual, or by their
agent or represertative, as fully as may be pradgtiocable,
and that I will, as fully as 1a practicabls, view and
inapect all othar taxable property in said oounty ren-
dered to me as aforesaid; that I will to the best of
my &8bility make a true estimste of the cash value, the
market value of such property, if such property has a
market value, and if 1t has no market value, then the
real value of all such property, both real and personal,
on the Tirst day of January next preeeding; and that I
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will meke up and attach to each assessmant sheet made
up and saworn to by the said property owners, their
agents or representatives, a true asgsessment and valua-
tion of s&id property, together with a memoranda of

all faets whioh I may lsarn bearing upon the value of
sald taxable property, and that I will make all possible
inquiry relative t0 the true value of suech property; -
and that I will atta¢h said memorands snd statement of
faots that 1 may ascertein as aforesaid to the said
agsseaament sheets of the respective property owners.
That 1 have read and understand the several provisions
of the Constitution and laws of this State relative

to the valuation of taxable property, and that I will
feithfully de and perform every duty required of me

as tax agsesscr {or deputy tax assessor), by the Oonsti-
tution and laws of thies State. S0 help me God.' This
oath eshall be administered by the oounty olerk and shall
bs in duplicate; the original shall be by the slerk
£iled and recorded in the records of the esocunty, and

the duplicate shall be retained by the assassor, or -
the deputy, as the cese may be.,”’' (Art. 7214, Vernonf's
A-nn. Qlv. Stat. !am’ ‘ ' n '

Purthermore, as throwing additional light upon
the duties of the tax assessor and collector, when he assesses
property for taxation, we may refer to Artiecle 7222 of Yernon's
Annotated Givil Statutes of Texes, which provides:

wArt, 7828. The assessor of tarxes shall, on or
beafore the fipat day of August of each year for whioch
the aagessment is made, return his rolls or assessment
books of the taxable property reandered to him or listed
by him for that year, after they have been made in
acoordance with the provisieona of this title (Title 122)
to the occunty board of equalization, verified by his
affidavit, substantially on the rfollowing forms

"The State of Texas,
County

"I, agsegsor of
county, do solemnly swear that the rolls (or books) to
which this is attached contain a correct and full 1ist
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of the real and personal rroperty subject to taxation
in : ocounty, so far as I have beaen

able to ascertain the same} that I have sworn every
person listing property to me in the county, or caused
the same to be done in manner and form as provided by
law, and that the asgessed value set down in the proper
column opposite the several kinda and desoriptions of
property is the true and ocorregt valuation thereof as
ascertalned by iaw, snd the footings of the several
columng in said books and the tabular atatement re-
turned 1s correct, as I verily believe.? ({Parenthetical
interpolation and emphasis ours)

You are therefore advised that when an independent
school district avalls itself of the services of the county
agsessor and collector for the assesament and collection of
the school distrioct's taxes, sald cofficer in making the
assessments is governed by the provisions of law appliecable
generally thereto; he does 2o under the obligation of his
several oatha whiech are prescribed by legislative enaotment.
He is required by law to perform his official duties in full
acoord with the conatitutional and statutory provisions govern-
" ing sams. The sald oaths by which he is bound and whioh have
been asst out in this opinion, do not set up one standard of
value to be followed by him in making his assesaments for
school distriets and another and different standard of value
to be set up by him in making his assessments for ocounty and
State purposes. The standard of value required in all assess-
ments made by him is identically the same. This standard of
value is8 set out in the atatutes of Texas, as heretofore
shown, and is not to be set up by the resolutions of the
trustees of an independent sshool district. An independent
achocl district has no right to set up ita own standard of
valuatioen in lieun of that set up by leglalative act; it has
no right to subgtitute 1ta judgment asg to the value of the
property assessed for the Jjudgment of the tax assessor who
is scting under the direction of general law and the sanction
of his oaths; it has no authority to require the assessor and
collector to disregard his oceth, and 1is whodly devoid of any
right to require the county assessor and callzctor to assess



144

Ton. Geo. i. Shepperd, pase 17

taxes upon the property sltuated 1n the school distriet upon
any different or greater value than is the value lawfully

arrived at and used by him in assessing taxes for State and
county purposes.

Youra very truly

GFB 1 Al
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